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We are from V.ir College
". nre sv nml sometimes grave
Slnslti the 'ov of living
In n world fo free and hrnve.
Our hrnrt and mind will lis always leal.
Our thoneht hip trno ns supple steel
In nil our friends of college days
And our nohle alma mater

This alma mater to whom tho Vassar
girls Film; tho above marching song Is not
an old Ivly by any manner of mfatis. It
Is Just fifty yearn since Matthew Vassar
of Poughkeepslo founded the "female
college" which wan to lwur his name. Six
year later the word "female" wan gently
but firmly eliinin.it oil from the title of the
institution, hut in every other respect
tavo one it has grown astonishingly.

At that one point, which wan bootjacks.
there has been complete atrophy. The
initial endowment bestowed by Matthew
VASMr was about MOO.nooand incidentally
bootjacks'in the proportion of one to a
thousand dollar of th.it sum. This Is
literally true. The good old gentleman
provided accommoda'ions for 400 students,
and for each of these prospective students
he caused to bo made, from walnut trees
on his estate a bootjack. Not a crude
and ungainly affair calculated to fit the
maculine taste and footwe.ir. but a pol-
ished article of graceful and Inviting
curves.

It is perhaps unnecessary to state that
this bootjack endowment proved em-
barrassingly generous und was never
legitimately exhausted. Rut along the
lino of mere money the college endowment
has progressed till it is close to J I ..VX1.000,

the number of professors and instructor
has Jumped from thirt v to over a hundred,
the building! have mcroAed from two to
twenty and Iho students from HOO to 1,05s,

7-- n building m.iv seem a very inade-qual- e

provision for .1110 students, especially
as ono of t hen happened t o be an ohservu-tor- v.

Hut the o'her. now known as Main
Hall, was the lonce-- t building in the world
when It was erected Its principal corri-
dor was over .Vi feet in length and it hail
two wings which added half a much
more to that total. I'tider this one roof
the .101 students were housed and fed.
mentally, physically and spiritually.

Tho college nt first owned 200 acres
about n mile east of Poughkoopsie. Xow
it owns Wi acres and leases ftoo more
whirh it conducts as a farm for the supply
of milk, vegetables and other products.
Th" water supply, from springs on the
collego tract, is exceptionally pure. In
fact the place is a little world by itself,
with its own hoitlng and lighting plants,
Its own fire protection, it.s own post office,
and so on -

To thl little world comes annually a
thousand girls. They represent nlmost
even- - Mate in the I'nion. but one-thlr- d

of them are from New York State nnd more
than two-rhirrf- r.( them from 'the F.aet'
There would bo many more than a thou-san- d

if the college would receive all who
want to come, but the trustees have voted
to limit the students to that number.
When college opened last September
fton girls had registered their 'application
to enter next year. As tho freshman class
must be limited to nbout 325 the college
authorities decided to close the registra-
tion list for 1011-1- 3. even though It was one
entire year in advance

Of the Win applicants for those 335 places
some will fail to pass their examinations,
home who have registered for more than
one college may Liter decide not to go to

others will dropout for various
reasons. Uven then there will 'be more
girls than places.

So there is a rule that the applicants
who do not meet the requiiements are
taken absolutely in the order of their
registration. Hitherto this rule has been
inflexible, even against arguments ranging
from personal influence to peouninnsi'on-sideratlon- s.

cost or VASSAR EPfCAlION
When it comes to sending a girl or a

boy to college the item of cost in individual
cases climbs to unexpected heights or
plunges incredibly near to bedrock. Hut
at Vassar tho range of expense is perhaps
less Riven to ground and lofty tumbling
than at some other Institutions. Kvery
girl pays precisely the samo sums to the
college $150 a year for tuition and J3.V.
n year for "board, room and u limited
amount of laundry."

Thero you are. It's $500 apiece and
everybody takes tho same chance. Mere
money won't buy a girl tho best room in
collego. Some of the. richest girls have
had the least desirable rooms, nnd
tho other way about. Freshmen are
assigned roohis by tho lady principal,
who distributes them us best she can.
As a rule the first assignment stands and
a girl keeps that room not only through
her freshman year but through the next
two also.

Of course there are occasional changes.
Some vacancies occur because girls drop
out of college, and some utterly uncon-
genial roommates want to be freed from
their bondage. Otherwise no rearrange-
ment takes place until the annual moving
of all the seniors to Main Hall.

liven then there is no favoritism, no
huyitig of privilege or place, Tho girls
himply draw for choice of rooms. And
whether thoy get, according to tho local
nomenclature, a "double alley," a "single

'ley "a "tire Wall, "a "chute" ora "coffin."
v know it 'sail f.ilr by tho rule of chance.

e roll.. go c.-i- control this particular
r' r f -- pense, but it cannot dictate tho
w "f ,j girl's allowance; so that Is where
trier,'- ri.tsnndilepthsaretoiiciied. Onco
in n win.. , Kiri m found who is spending
perhaps il m., year o,uito aside from her
college hills Ah .1 file, however. It goes
into things winch cannot he considered
purely tempo, nry expenditures; sho buys
really good furiniui.. for her room, for
instance, and takes it home with her when
rale graduates

At the other end of the scale nie the
girls who actually go through on an alh.iv

nce Of li'i lor the entire collet;,! yeai.
which is nine months. One girl who did
this explained the achievement by saying
that many of her text books were given
her, that other sho bought second hand
and for by eelling thoso witli which
bho had (In If lied. Mho took lior room just
is ttiuoollogo luniished it without adding
uy lulls sho bought no treats in the

way of Inert sent no flowers and took only
i u h p c"e .Mnii us cost nothing.

'Hifiie are the two extremes 'I he gen.
or.il rplnv n s..eins lo he t tint an allowanre
of ;.') a t r,',th s faiily generous lor a

atsar gwj a needs. The situation of the

collego is against an omnipresent tempta-
tion to spend money. It Is really In the
country and there Is always something
doing within Its own wldn domain

HKLP HELP.
There aro various wavs in which a

girl who is cramped for funds can eke out
her supply. She can be a mail carrier,
for instance. I'ho college Is a regular
post ofllce, but it pays Its own carriers,
Htudents who daily distribute tl'p mail,
to tho rooms. Other ways of earning
money are to act as monitor lor taking
tho attendance at chapel, to assist In
making the astronomical calculations, to
asiiist In tho laboratories in the earn of

the resident physician's office and equip,
tnent, to tutor, to do mending or to make
arid to sell to other girls candy, popcorn
and similar delectables.

There are certain corridors upon which
bedroom windows open, and the sills of
these windows are used by the girls as'
shop counters upon which are displayed '

such wares as popcorn balls or home
made candy The price is stated on a
card and purchasers are supposed to help
themselves and to leave the price of
whatever they take In Main, as Main
Hall Is commonly called, there is a big
room, known as "the kitchen." equipped
with ga stoves and other conveniences.
where girls may concoct these things

At Vansar students do not wait on table,
but every girl Is supposed to care for her
own room.. Sometimes one girl hires
another to do it for her, but as a rule
every student is, to that limited extent,
her own housekeeper. Tho privilege of
using the students' kitchen, which Is
open until 1V30 every evening, does
away with a lot of the messing around
which was onco characteristic of college
HrU not the chafing dish northnle..' " -Pis not allowed to grow rusty from lack
01 use Ann m leaKoiwo- - wen . mn,
whole place is permeated everj- - after- -
noon with a gentle sound Df simmering
A significant announcement n .Uo.inc..

-
i.

grocery store is open all day on the first
floor of Main

RECEPTION OK THE FRFSHMAN.

There are several things which inevi-tabl- y

happen to a freshman on entering
Vassar In the first placo she is received
by ono of a commiltee of seniors who

new clrls anil their attendinc parents
who ar generally even more excited
than tho girls themselves -- what to do
and how to do it This little attention. iu n.rt r n .1... i ...i,
the lull off tho freshman's plunge As
lor th" fluttered mothers, who not in

weep upon tho debonair se- -

nior.nl shoulder, they have their first

.iiiiii in--
., i" i.iiM-iii-- .uiiin iiilu mi'

house of my friends " I

prospective Vasar cirl who has.Jil ory . h,,ls over the treatment
she is likely to i..ne,veat the hands of

classmen ,s a..ting time and.iiLr. s;.n ,.f ..... ,
"w..." i.-- " ll,r- - I

declare that the freshmen aro too much
coddled, but perhaps it is better to err
on that side The receiving seniors pre-
sent each new girl with a little red book
containing information and a few rules.
It is known as tho Freshman's Bible,
and if the young person for whom it is
Intended studies it as she should sho
will avoid many breaks

For instan-e- , under the mild tiI "Sug-
gestions." she will read:

l'he third south corridor of the main hiiilrt- -

nx is the specinl property of ths seniors."

Other classmen should hear this In tniml
The senior parlor Is for the use nf seniors

nnd their miests only.
I nder classmen nro reminded that sVnlors

should he allotted to precede them Into the
elevator.

llememher thst you represent Vassar tin '

every occasion.
.

lui ill, i.esainaii has taken hr little
red "Hlblo" ftom tho gently condescend-- ,
Ing senior and has lieen escorted, by that
gracious personage to her particular)!
nook in ono of the six residence halls sho
in company with the rest of her newly
arrived sisters, must think next of her
real introduction to the college. This
comes at H:l! on th morning of tho Alien-
ing day, at which hour all freshmen must
repair to assembly hall to receive official
advice) and directions from tho real
powers, the president and th" faculty,

EFFICIENCY THE AIM

President James Monroe Taylor has
been at the head of Vassar College for
twenty-fiv- e years, and as Proxy ho is
affectionately known to several thousand

girls Ho has had his Ideals
for them SetKiusly as furiously at least
as Is consistent v.th tho humorous
twinkle thai lurks in his eves ho has
t.rl.s-- I.. .'..,.! 1.1. ., .., ..' ' Wl """ " e"iiis,ii: r.
n.' iuh am t on. tiaoun tlios-- i Ideals inlo
a phiasc. ,u, did anothei' i (,ll..i.,,
whose raiiiuus dieiinii was that h" wisle
the stud, nts lo I omo ducaled genii. ,'
women" But he has tome pretty ueur it. j

1911.
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He does not go off on educational tan- -
gents. He believes that the. thing
Vassar can do for its students is to cive
then. th.. Wind r ..,lonn ....', .1..," . 1

.classified by Edwani .uurpny as -- not
quantitative, but stimulative " President
rnv nr' fetleh f V,a 1, w ., i ...

in one word efllciencv HutJhUPwaV of trainine ac r. ,
. . u . :
is )V ,1. - In.p tlin wull rni. I

R,.npral education that trains the mind
itself

Teaching a girl cooking or how to take
care of a baby does not appeal to tho
president of ossar as Ither necesan- -

or rieslrable in a college course. He has
had a generous experience the
reeuhir colter- - .........i VI ." - 1.1 nr. 11 .11 1.lni " ,n,Kht him that they make
just as good and sometimes better cooks
and mothers than tie. tincolleged
mind trained by higher educa- -

including gymnasium
her
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' sutiwiopiraiHut whatever it is. he
Vassar girl prepared to put a

mind bodv into her
That is will tell you

Vassar is doing for its students
will tell their standard or scholar-
ship is as high as thai of anv college

is graduated l,o
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residen physician, is pro- -

, f,SROr, "J Physiology and hygiene. All
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of latter course is that each student i

shall make.an into th. laws
of her own town as they relate to sanitary
and hvgienio matters.

the most unusual feature nf '

is delivering
of four on maternity to the
bers of the senior class just before their,
graduation ineso lectures are not a
part ot the.curriculum, It is not obliga

' V
Heniors thnt has htuher tn nffnr Hut tlirt

in -- n..inlnirw ii si, l.ti e s lbiects: ns for instnnen innHorn
organiation,

t ho lmvid hinrii fnr n.ivho!
ogy, several hundred girls are taking
on or more of courses

i nt, assar
about

lnstruo- -

lo-

of that, twinkle in eye. that
theories seem made only to bo changed
Hut calling lor a mixed faculty

one that wears well
G It EEs. LETTER fiOTIEl II--

Another which so far he hasfound no adequate to" iSI

swimming inn where ".' ...n- - in
is played. """' '' pro essorslups being

spring fennis, boating and divided bet wwn thorn
begun nnd track Pxception nss.stant

on. Mold day iarlv ,. frcslrtenl
in iv. when the C n ,!, .i.l,l..i! '"' h '' inixeu incully for women

I'uiii'Lii'ri. iir m. Wl.tl a Ii

the one responsible for the 'e of
(ireok letter ocietiee at Vasar Tliere
are all manner of clubs In the college,
but recognised (soror-
ities', with what many consider
I heir tendency iov;ardVxolusiveness
an undemocratic spirit, are not permitted.

are of social clubs
that simply have teas and general good
times Hut as a rule membership in
them comes naturally and there is none
of that phenomenon known as "rushing "

What might lie called geographical
clubs, as the New I'.ngland. Southern,

I'hicago. the New .Jersey, the Colo-
rado, have an inevitable tort of mem-liersh- ip

So does the Granddaughters,
composed of students whose mothersare and to whom thereforo

.issar not merely an alma mater but
an alma grandmater

Of coun-- e theie is a Shakespeare club.
What college is without And there'sa Kinnvh club and a Deutsche verein
and a lot moie of that sort And there is
here and there a stray circle of light
hearted young persons, like those form-lin- g

the whose
I ismerely fun. tliere

no particular olorv In lmUni'inir tnr
example, to the HufTalo Club, just

when you go home vou havo to got
on" at that particular town.

Thero is glory in getting a good
In one of two

and M for the odd class.es and
for the even ones. Hut it is a

gioiy one nas to e.irn Uoth theao soci-
eties are about thlrtv venri oM
still going strong." The interest in de- -
Dating is Keener at Vassar tlian at
other college for women. Perhaps the
mi. .iTeltinc iln- - .if h n l.nl.. :..
that of big debate between the "two
societies It m March after weeks
of and is as feverish an oc- -

. !.'? collego calendar

come labelled as tli. -- I. ..II
pl.vys." because three of them are given
in "Phil" Hall, in the gymnasium build- -
lllg 'Ihese four plays are big events.(iirls taking leading parts join
r.lll Is of "celebs" .... I I , ,1 . ..:v.":' .. ,v" " "

iioiu a assar song says.
Wo are the stnts of college,
' CpJpIir" thi'V call us too
'lliey tiolnt us out on campus
Whenever we come in view.

No freshman mav be the 'cast or

occasion Last year
was I he lmposi 1 1009 WR, -- As

ou Uk
To be piesldent of Phi a etheis is one

of tho live big honors of tho senior year
To bo presdent of athletic associa- -
11011 is or the senior class a
third But the highest positions which
can to a student are to bo at the head
of "the Students" and of "thachrlstiuns -

u-- i,, uunnrinrev nr simaseactivear it out several hi,,, Hr.nl v.....
dolls, dressed by the students nn.i ,uu
trihuted to poor children in various parts
of the country. Boxes of clothing
nf mnenzmrs n-- n sent out .lit,-- . ...,1 i...
Girls do local work in the Poughkeepsie
Voune Women's Christian Association
the Home for tho Friendless and the(iirls Friendly Society

THE SIfDENIS R ELF-G- O V ERN1P
But the top of the so far asresponsibility antl honor go, is to be

president of the Students Association, a
position which involves being at the heador the committee of thecollege Vassar has a very perfect sys-
tem of student government The charter
of Students Association reads:

The faculty of Vi.ssnr I ollece believing
thnt the welfare of the rollece w ill he ad-
vanced by the development an efficient
system of snif cinprnmeni ntnomr the

hereby s'nints to the
ss0liatlOll full lci:isatie and

control In he following mnllprs
so far ns the faculty hns jui isdirtinii

First, mnlnteniinre of quiet in the build,
in its.

oider and decorum In tlin build.Ings nnd on the campus
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Ing twelve members three arc from thsincoming senior class (making six fniorsIn nlli, livo are Juniors, two sophomores
antl two freshmen.

'Hie president may at hoi rtiPTet mnsummon liefore her any tnetnliei nf th9
association. Tho committee mav .
quest Hint tho privileges f ntiv'tr.cm.
ber be IjiLeii nwnv. that ji t,,ntnl.A. i. .

changed from one re.i(enre hill . htl.other, and may tempo, nrily suspend .
dent from membership in the IIM u.
tion It. the case of a girl lluis siisy.n(ur
the committee may toqiiost t ni , 1(
reniovcd Iron, tlie" cnnipUN or f,'nt,s
college

The system Inaugurated bv rr, i,,.
dents themselves for tiialiilnitin.g nr.)..
in Hie buildings is said lowotk ..dm s..i.iv
Kacl. hall of residen. e has a pre
under her are proctors in clmtge . r ..n'
tain districts, all corridors boinc u vii
into these districts

Most of the girls cordially hale hnri
a proctor It is a nuisance hikes r,m
trouble and tact anil they hiile .t n,lt
It is .. point, of honor lo serve whit. ns
is chosen to the ofllce Karh r fir
appoints her own siilfproctors

'I he col.llnlttee is P.peci.illy strong on iiiet. nml the nrt
rules in its list nre provisions ia. ,.,,,
it Here nie ome of them

I'lieie shnll he quiet In the hmlriincs v
to I' M to ; M.. e- iefit In the ni
eolleije ei.cncr.net.ts illioe o,en 8I

Minleiits, holding after in I' M o h l,
case there shall he quiet imiucdiniel nf'tf
lite elose of sii.h eiiuiiectuents

Although the bathtubs may be uvl inn
ft :) M the unlet hours continue un--

the 7 M hell nml theie must he no nei'i
In the corridor or bnMirooms until tlm' ,fii

I he plnylng of phonocmphs Is nllenn
only nt the following hours On MonuV
'1 upsdny. Wpilnestlny and Thursiln h,.
Iwren fourth nml fifth hours nn.l from tin
end of eighth hour until chapel and ..a
Friday nnd Saturday during nil hut 'mi.;
hours

Holler skntlnc is prohibited In ths rsi.
dene hnlls

There shall be no disturblnc nous nir
the residence or recitation hnlls or the In-

firmary
.itiulents must not talk from th win.iom

lo persons on the campus or from the rnmi.s
to persons In the windows

'iho proctors enforce these and othsr
rules by a system of reproofs or "call
downs A reproof may not be a ntll
down unless so designated by tho proctor
After three of these call downs a girl i

summoned before the president of th
hall in which she lives After six cull
downs she is summoned before the prssi.
dent of the association.

The successful working of the svstsm
is proved by the fact that so far this year
not a single girl has had six call down
Tho nature of these call downs may b
guessed from the following from th
book of regulations, passed by the student
themselves; "When a proctor speak to
a student for walking heavilv in tb
corridor after in P. M it shall be co-
nsidered an official call down "

Besides the self-go- v eniment commute
there is a joint commltte" of factiltv and
students which discusses all question
submitted to it by either the faculty or
the students.

nCLES OK OFFICE HOLDING

One of tho things worked out br th
Students Association and known us th

(census bureau is a classification hy a
system of points of all offices and com-

mittees open to the students The point
aro not on the degree of honor but on h'
amount of work involved, the idea
to .prevent any student from holding
offices which will interfere ton inu.li
with her college work

To this no one girl m.iv h.ml
offices which will total more than in
points The highest number of .mm'
lor any one position goes to the presu'.i.ni
of tho'Studcnts Association and the pre
dent of Philaletheis with eight each Hi.

president of the Christian association ln
seven points, so have the editor in i hiH
of tho 'aiiarion and the editor u cl.iff
of the President of athici.s
has six points, class presidents live and
so on down to Innumerable minor ofticr
which lount one or two points e.n h

A unique thing at Vassar is the maid
clubhouse, which was built with fund'
raised by the students, is maintained n

their expense and is being endowed
through their efforts. It is a dcaghtfu.
plastered house, in a charming location
nnd gives the maid servnnts a sonal
centre where they can receive nnd entfi
tain their friends as well as haven retrta
of their own.

The buildings of the college are of all
dates from the time of the completion
of Main Hall in 1M13. The Sanders

is said to be a model of its kind
There is a really excellent museum, into
which an occasional student strays
The most beautiful of the buildings at"
the library, containing fiS.ono volumes
nnd the chapel, both built of stone, one
in the Oothic, the other tn the Norman
style.

There nre six residenco halls, which
nceommodato all tho students except
about a hundred xvho have to live eft
campus. But only a few weeks ago
Mrs. Hussell Sage gave tho college US"
for the erection of a hall to be named
after her mother. Olivia Josselyn This
will enable the college to have all its stu-

dents on the campus.
Practically no graduate students are

admitted at Vassar, only six or seven
being received each year. This is not.
as President Taylor explains, becaue
tho college cannot give the advanced
work required. It can and does give it
But tho design of the college plan is to
pducate tho undergraduate and to send
thoso who wish to take graduate work
to a university.

LIGHTER RIDE OF STUDENT LIFE
Tho lighter side of life at Vassar is not

so insistent as at some of tho other co-
lleges, but it exists generously enough
Freshmen aro noj allowed to attend the
two big dances, chiefly perhaps bocatif
it would overcrowd the hall where they
take place. But there are the play,
tho receptions, the frolio parties, th
skating festival, the water fte, the senior
boat rido, and finally, though the seniors
would doubtless protest that the occa-
sion should not be classed on the lighter
side, commencement week, with it'
great events,

The week opens with tho baccalaiirMt'
sermon on Sunday, always preached
by President Taylor himself The onlv
other ono which ho is sure to deliver
is the first one of the year. That eve
ning there is a concert in Assembly Hall
Monday there is the Phi Beta Kapi
address and President Taylors tei n

tho alumna' and graduating class Inc-
identally a gleo club concert, an aluni'ie
varsity basketball game, the May dan''
and a few dozen other things go , i !

tween times.
Tuesday, which Is class day. i marked

bv the interesting ceremony uuil r 'h
class tree, where the class" records nr
decently interred The spade ceiemeiiv

because the implenicn'
corned and with which the litsi p.. "It t

taken out is the identical one with wl'nh
nearly lifly years ago Matthew Naar
himself turned the first sod prcpai.i rv
to the erection of Main Hall

Clnss day has s pieecij into i '"
president's leception. alumna' lenni.T
nliimuiK luncheons, the class supper a id

a lew million other things It is m
with Hie class lice exercise- - ' a'

tho famous daisy chain is carried
twenty of the prettiest sophomores d
cernitile. The chain is made by the iet
of the FonhonxMO class, some of w1 ni

demonstrate at some incciispi '

moment their grief at not Inning ''pen
select rsl among thu beauteous tweii', "v

making a "crayy chain" and dom sum'
tfitewi',o

(ii VVeiliiPsiinvthocni.iinenof'ineir e- --

cises lake place ill lh chapel, prcc r

awondeitiii procession oi aiiimnic i.i'ui;
studentsand trustees OnTliursilm ' ip'-- is

a bin dinner in seniors given u 'I'"
illumine and faculty And hero .he t
sac girl hears the last wiin which cic- - he'
loose from the npron strings of In" ilal
muter

Hut there is one thing which impic"'"
the oersnn wh.i iixr.i nines in..i ':iss.ir ill

dillons and traditions and I hat is he
lasting lie which is nni cut at gradiia'lo
between iho student and the colleae V
Hh.ninif. seem ...ore dnvn.ed than 'ns
Vassar ones, who t rail hack in ast mtpliioj
numbers year after year to sin1; m
ulina luttlui ,

)


